MAKING A DIFFERENCE

In May 2019, an employee of a Department grantee was
ordered to pay $23,000 in restitution and sentenced to
probation and 50 hours of community service after entering a
pre-trial diversion program through the State of New Jersey’s
Office of the Attorney General. OIG special agents
determined that the employee altered scholarship grantee
payment information inagrant program database from
October 2017 to April 2018. She then had payment checks
mailed to herself, forged the grantees’ names, and endorsed
the checks to herself.

In May 2019, a Department purchasing agent and a vendor,
as well as his company, were debarred by the Department for
3 years after a joint OIG and Bureau of Diplomatic Security
investigation determined that the purchasing agent accepted
gifts from the vendor on multiple occasions in 2016 and 2017.
In addition, special agents determined the vendor submitted
a fictitious company procurement bid to improve his
company’s odds of winning another government contract.

In the 2018 report, Inspection of Embassy San Jose, Costa
Rica, OIG recommended that Embassy San Jose clear all
outstanding travel advances in accordance with Department
standards. In response to the recommendation, Embassy San
Jose provided documentation showing that the outstanding
travel advances identified during the inspection were cleared,
resulting in $67,283 being put to better use.

NEW WORK STARTED

e Audit of Department of State Implementation of the
Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014

e Audit of the Information Security Program for the
International Boundary and Water Commission, United
States and Mexico, U.S. Section

e Audit of the United States Agency for Global Media
Implementation of the Digital Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2014
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Recommendations
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REPORTS ISSUED

Lead Inspector General for Operation Inherent Resolve
and Other Overseas Contingency Operations | Quarterly
Report to the United States Congress (January 1, 2019 -
March 31, 2019)

Inspection of the Office of Foreign Missions (ISP-1-19-21)
Lead Inspector General for Operation Freedom's Sentinel
| Quarterly Report to the United States Congress
(January 1, 2019 to March 31, 2019)

Lead Inspector General for Operation Pacific Eagle-
Philippines and Other Overseas Contingency Operations
| Quarterly Report to the United States Congress
(January 1, 2019 — March 31, 2019)

Management Assistance Report: Mission Turkey Safety
and Security Infractions Require Immediate Attention
(AUD-MERO-19-26)*

Classified Inspection of Embassy Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic (1ISP-S-19-17)*

Classified Inspection of Embassy Libreville, Gabon (ISP-S-
19-16)*

Audit of United States Agency for Global Media FY 2018
Compliance With Improper Payments Requirements
(AUD-FM-IB-19-28)

Audit of Department of State FY 2018 Compliance With
Improper Payments Requirements (AUD-FM-19-29)
Semiannual Report to the Congress (October 1, 2018 to
March 31, 2019)

*Report is classified or Sensitive but Unclassified.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE


https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10492
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10492
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10501
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10502
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10504
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10509
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10508
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10506
https://www.stateoig.gov/reports/10506
https://www.stateoig.gov/recommendations
https://www.stateoig.gov/system/files/isp-i-18-13_0_0.pdf
https://www.stateoig.gov/system/files/isp-i-18-13_0_0.pdf
https://www.stateoig.gov/report-highlights
https://www.stateoig.gov/report-highlights

